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Abstract

The permissibility of Muslim combatants abandoning the battlefield has
long been debated, and the jurists of the Imamiyya school do not hold a
unified opinion. According to the prevailing view among jurists, fleeing
from battle is prohibited when the enemy force is less than twice the size
of the Muslim army, but it becomes permissible if the enemy force exceeds
this ratio. However, the universality of this ruling has been criticized by
some scholars. This study addresses the question: Under what circumstances
is fleeing from the battlefield permissible or impermissible? Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, the findings indicate that opposing views
to the mainstream opinion are often rooted in specific psychological
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conditions of the combatants—such as having confidence or suspicion
regarding victory or defeat. For example, Allama Hilli, based on the verse
of tahlukah (self-destruction) and the principle of hardship (‘usr wa
haraj), considers fleeing permissible when Muslim soldiers suspect they
will be defeated—even if the enemy is only twice as large. Conversely,
jurists like Muhaqqiq Khoei consider fleeing prohibited if there is certainty
of victory, even if the enemy force greatly outnumbers the Muslims.

Keywords
Fleeing from battle; verse of tahlukah; combatant conditions; battlefield
of jihad; enemy dominance.
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